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Objective: With the rapid growth of Open Access (OA) journals and the increasing
demand for assessing their quality, the need to develop localized evaluation frameworks
has become more pronounced in Iran. This study aims to propose a comprehensive,
context-specific framework for evaluating Iranian OA journals, based on internationally
recognized indexing criteria.

Method: This applied, descriptive-analytical study employed a two-round Delphi method.
Initially, 103 evaluation indicators were extracted through document analysis of selection
and indexing criteria from 11 reputable international databases, including Web of Science,
Scopus, PubMed, DOAJ, ProQuest, CAB Abstracts, EBSCO, Ulrich’s, and ROAD. These
indicators were submitted to 12 experts in the field of Library and Information Science,
of whom 9 responded. Based on their feedback, 19 new indicators were added, resulting
in a total of 122 indicators presented in the second round of the Delphi process. Experts
rated each indicator using a 5-point Likert scale, and statistical measures—including
mean, standard deviation, and coefficient of variation—were used to finalize the results.

Results: In the final analysis, 76 indicators (62%) were approved. These indicators were
categorized into eight major components: journal identification information, quality of
scientific content, editorial board structure, publishing policies, peer review process,
publishication ethics, accessibility, and website structure. Among these, “quality of
scientific content” and “transparency of the peer review process” were identified as the
most influential components.

Conclusions: The proposed framework, developed based on expert consensus and
international indexing standards, provides a strategic tool for evaluating Iranian Open
Access (OA) journals. Its implementation can contribute to raising scientific standards,
improving international visibility, and increasing the indexing potential of Iranian
scholarly publications. This framework may serve as a practical guideline for editors,
publishers, policymakers, and evaluators seeking to enhance editorial practices, scientific
content, and the overall quality of OA journals, thereby facilitating their inclusion in
reputable international databases.

Cite this article: Memari Hanji, H., Ziaei, S., Ghaffari, S., & Mousavi Chelak, A. (2025). Developing a framework for
evaluating Iranian open access journals using international indexing criteria. Academic Librarianship and
Information Research, 59 (1), 1-32. http//doi.org/ 10.22059/jlib.2025.397832.1784

© The Author(s).
DOI: http//doi.org/ 10.22059/j1ib.2025.397832.1784

Publisher: University of Tehran.



http/doi.org/%2010.22059/jlib.2025.397832.1784
http/doi.org/%2010.22059/jlib.2025.397832.1784
http/doi.org/%2010.22059/jlib.2025.397832.1784
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0660-8175
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3134-1468
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1030-9234
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5614-1334

Academic Librarianship and Information Research, Volume 59, Issue 1, 2025 2

Introduction
In recent decades, the Open Access (OA) movement has emerged as one of the fundamental

transformations in the scholarly publishing system, leading to a significant increase in
unrestricted access to information resources for researchers and the academic community. This
trend has been particularly well-received in developing countries, including Iran, resulting in
the emergence and expansion of numerous Open Access journals.

With the expansion of the OA movement to scholarly resources in recent decades, the need
to evaluate the quality of journals in this domain has become increasingly evident. In this
context, Iranian OA journals also require thorough evaluation based on standardized and
credible criteria to enhance their quality and increase their potential for broader indexing in
international databases. One of the key strategies for journal evaluation is the development of
indicators derived from the selection and evaluation criteria of reputable indexing databases.
Databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ),
and similar resources each apply specific criteria for the inclusion of journals. Analyzing these
criteria can serve as a foundation for designing localized evaluation frameworks.

With the rapid growth of OA journals and the increasing demand for assessing their quality,
the need to develop localized evaluation frameworks has become more pronounced in Iran. This
study aims to propose a comprehensive, context-specific framework for evaluating Iranian OA
journals, based on internationally recognized indexing criteria.

Given the absence of a localized and scientifically grounded framework for evaluating
Iranian OA journals based on internationally recognized criteria, the need to develop such a
framework is strongly felt. A framework that, by drawing on international experiences while
considering local conditions and requirements, can support the precise assessment of journal
quality and facilitate their advancement toward indexing in international databases. In this
context, the present study aims to identify, refine, and localize evaluation indicators for Open
Access journals, with the goal of proposing a comprehensive and effective framework for
assessing the quality of such journals in Iran. This framework is intended to serve as a basis for
decision-making by editors, publishers, scientific policymakers, and evaluation bodies, and to
contribute to enhancing the academic standards and international credibility of Iranian scholarly
journals.

Method
This applied, descriptive-analytical study employed a two-round Delphi method. Initially, 103

evaluation indicators were extracted through document analysis of the selection and indexing
criteria from 11 reputable international sources, including major indexing databases and policy
frameworks related to the assessment of open access journals, such as Web of Science, Scopus,
DOAJ, PubMed, EBSCO, CAB Abstracts, ProQuest, Sherpa/RoMEQO, Plan S, Ulrich’s, and
ROAD. These indicators were submitted to 12 experts in the field of Library and Information
Science, of whom 9 responded. Based on their feedback, 19 new indicators were added,
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resulting in a total of 122 indicators presented in the second round of the Delphi process.
Experts rated each indicator using a 5-point Likert scale, and statistical measures—including
mean, standard deviation, and coefficient of variation—were used to finalize the results.

Results
In the final analysis, 76 indicators (62%) were approved. These indicators were categorized into

eight major components: journal identification information, quality of scientific content,
editorial board structure, publishing policies, peer review process, publishication ethics,
accessibility, and website structure. Among these, “quality of scientific content” and
“transparency of the peer review process” were identified as the most influential components.

Conclusions
The proposed framework, developed based on expert consensus and international indexing

standards, provides a strategic tool for evaluating Iranian Open Access (OA) journals. Its
implementation can contribute to raising scientific standards, improving international visibility,
and increasing the indexing potential of Iranian scholarly publications. This framework may
serve as a practical guideline for editors, publishers, policymakers, and evaluators seeking to
enhance editorial practices, scientific content, and the overall quality of OA journals, thereby
facilitating their inclusion in reputable international databases.

The rapid growth of Open Access (OA) journals at both national and international levels,
coupled with the need to ensure their scientific quality and indexability, necessitates the use of
precise and reliable evaluation frameworks. This study aims to fill this gap by designing and
developing a localized framework for evaluating Iranian OA journals, based on the analysis of
indexing criteria from eleven reputable international databases and expert consensus through
the Delphi method. In the initial phase, 103 preliminary indicators were extracted by analyzing
journal inclusion guidelines from databases such as Scopus, Web of Science, DOAJ, PubMed,
Ulrich’s, ROAD, Sherpa/RoMEO, and other similar databases. These indicators were
subsequently evaluated by nine experts in the field of Information Science over two rounds of
the Delphi process. Ultimately, 76 indicators were confirmed and organized into eight main
components. These components encompass various dimensions of journal evaluation, including
identification information, access and publishing policies, content quality, editorial board
structure, transparency of the peer-review process, adherence to ethical standards, accessibility,
and website functionality. Findings revealed that components such as the quality of scientific
content and peer-review transparency were considered most important by the experts and
received the highest weight in the final framework. Conversely, indicators related to website
structure, technical details, and access rights—while relatively less critical—played a
complementary role in comprehensive evaluation. In summary, this study provides not only a
practical tool for journal evaluation, but also a strategic model for policymaking and planning
in the advancement of the nation’s scientific development.
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The proposed framework of this study can serve as a practical model for editors, publishers,
and academic institutions. It not only offers a tool for assessing and enhancing the quality of
existing journals, but can also be applied during the planning and launch phases of new journals.
Moreover, the use of indicators aligned with international criteria increases the likelihood of
Iranian journals being indexed in prominent databases and contributes to improving the global
visibility and credibility of the country’s scientific publications.
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