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Objective: In recognition of the necessity to identify and promote patterns of knowledge
creation by influential women, and to leverage global insights to better understand the
status of women in lIran, this study employs a meta-synthesis approach to analyze
international research. The aim is to identify the dimensions and components of the
dynamics that influence knowledge creation by influential women, thereby providing a
foundation for contextualizing (or localizing) these findings within the Iranian setting and
strengthening the knowledge networks of Iranian women.

Method: The present study is developmental in nature, conducted with a qualitative
approach using Sandelowski and Barroso’s seven-stage meta-synthesis method. The
research population consists of scientific publication related to the topic from 2010 to
2024. After a systematic screening process, 66 scientific publication were selected for
inclusion. Data analysis was performed using MAXQDA software.

Results: In total, 273 codes were identified and categorized into 33 subcategories, 7 main
categories, and 3 themes. The first theme, Knowledge Flow, encompassed three main
categories: Influencing Factors, Processes, and Tools/Mechanisms. Within this theme, the
code “Creativity” (under the main category of Influencing Factors), and the codes
“Education,” “Higher Education,” and “Lived Experience” (under the main category of
Processes), along with “Social Networks,” exhibited the highest frequency. The second
theme, Knowledge Creation, comprised two main categories: Processes and Knowledge
Outcomes/Outputs. In this theme, the codes “Social Impact” and “Innovation” (under the
main category of Knowledge Outcomes/Outputs) appeared most frequently. The third
theme, Gender, included two main categories: Challenges and Barriers and Women’s
Characteristics. Here, the code “Identity” (under the main category of Women’s
Characteristics) and the code “Gender Inequality” (under the main category of Challenges
and Barriers) demonstrated the highest recurrence and frequency.

Conclusions: This study, by identifying the dimensions and components of knowledge
flows that effectively contribute to knowledge creation by influential women, particularly
through a synthesis of international literature and its localized interpretation within Iran’s
sociocultural context, can assist policymakers and sociocultural practitioners in designing
and developing processes and tools to strengthen women’s knowledge networks. The
findings not only identify key barriers and obstacles but also propose practical strategies
for enhancing knowledge flows. They further underscore the critical role of factors such as
creativity, education, and social networks in facilitating and promoting knowledge creation
among influential women, thereby laying the groundwork for enhancing their capabilities,
fostering innovation, and amplifying their social impact.
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Introduction
Successful knowledge flow is widely recognized as the most essential and effective

strategy for knowledge sharing and utilization, serving as a critical enabler for developing
core competencies and advancing strategic capabilities. Nevertheless, knowledge flow can
present significant challenges for individuals and managers within diverse systems and
organizations. Effective knowledge transfer requires a deeper understanding and identification
of the factors and barriers that influence knowledge flow (Mohammad Esmaeil & Hamidi,
2021).

To reach the stage of knowledge creation, individuals must not only discover new
knowledge but also actively reframe and transfer existing explicit and tacit knowledge into
novel forms, thereby engaging in continuous participation within the knowledge-creation
cycle. While this notion may appear conceptually straightforward, in practice many
individuals, groups, institutions, and communities encounter considerable difficulties in
establishing the necessary conditions for knowledge creation. This challenge can largely be
attributed to a lack of familiarity with the key components of knowledge creation and an
insufficient understanding of the extent to which each component influences the
aforementioned process (Bavakhani et al., 2020).

Women play a vital role in the cultural and social development of any society. Rosaldo et
al. (1974), in their book Woman, Culture, and Society, sought to elucidate the role of women
in social reproduction and the advancement of societal culture. Similarly, Simonton (2013), in
her work Women in European culture and Society, emphasized this very issue. In Iran,
women, constituting half of the country’s active population, can significantly contribute to its
cultural and social development. Notably, women’s literacy and educational attainment have
markedly increased over the past three decades due to their widespread participation in higher
education and graduate studies. Harnessing this potential and promoting a supportive cultural
environment can yield substantial impacts across various domains of cultural and social
development. However, existing assessments reveal that, despite the adoption of policies
aimed at enhancing women’s managerial representation, such as those outlined in the Sixth
National Development Plan and approved by the Supreme Administrative Council, women’s
share of managerial positions nationwide remained at approximately 25% as of the end of
2024, falling short of the 30% target and significantly below the global average. This
underrepresentation is also evident in urban decision-making councils and cultural
institutions: women occupy only about 8% of seats on city councils in provincial capitals, and
their presence in leadership roles within cultural organizations remains persistently low. This
gap underscores the urgent need to strengthen supportive policies and address structural and
cultural barriers to enhance the participation of influential women in the country’s
policymaking and decision-making institutions.
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In recognition of the necessity to identify and promote patterns of knowledge creation by
influential women, and to leverage global insights to better understand the status of women in
Iran, this study employs a meta-synthesis approach to analyze international research. This
study aims to identify the dimensions and components of the dynamics that influence
knowledge creation by influential women, thereby providing a foundation for contextualizing
(or localizing) these findings within the Iranian setting and strengthening the knowledge
networks of Iranian women.

Method
The present study is developmental in nature, conducted with a qualitative approach using

Sandelowski and Barroso’s seven-stage meta-synthesis method. The research population
consists of scientific publications related to the topic from 2010 to 2024. After a systematic
screening process, 66 scientific publication were selected for inclusion. Data analysis was
performed using MAXQDA software.

Results
In total, 273 codes were identified and categorized into 33 subcategories, 7 main

categories, and 3 themes. The first theme, Knowledge Flow, encompassed three main
categories: Influencing Factors, Processes, and Tools/Mechanisms. Within this theme, the
code “Creativity” (under the main category of Influencing Factors), and the codes
“Education,” “Higher Education,” and “Lived Experience” (under the main category of
Processes), along with “Social Networks,” exhibited the highest frequency. The second
theme, Knowledge Creation, comprised two main categories: Processes and Knowledge
Outcomes/Outputs. In this theme, the codes “Social Impact” and “Innovation” (under the
main category of Knowledge Outcomes/Outputs) appeared most frequently. The third theme,
Gender, included two main categories: Challenges and Barriers and Women’s Characteristics.
Here, the code “Identity” (under the main category of Women’s Characteristics) and the code
“Gender Inequality” (under the main category of Challenges and Barriers) demonstrated the
highest recurrence and frequency.

Conclusions
This study, by identifying the dimensions and components of knowledge flows that

effectively contribute to knowledge creation by influential women, particularly through a
synthesis of international literature and its localized interpretation within Iran’s sociocultural
context, can assist policymakers and sociocultural practitioners in designing and developing
processes and tools to strengthen women’s knowledge networks. The findings not only
identify key barriers and obstacles but also propose practical strategies for enhancing
knowledge flows. They further underscore the critical role of factors such as creativity,
education, and social networks in facilitating and promoting knowledge creation among
influential women, thereby laying the groundwork for enhancing their capabilities, fostering
innovation, and amplifying their social impact.
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