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Objective: This editorial note aims to commemorate the foundational role of Dr. Iraj
Afshar (1925-2010) in establishing the first scholarly journal in Library and Information
Science (LIS) in Iran in 1966 and to articulate the continuing necessity of such a journal
for indigenous knowledge production, critical theorization, and the preservation of the
field’s intellectual history.

Method: The study adopts a historical-analytical and reflective approach, examining the
origins and legacy of the journal founded, contextualizing its role within the development
of LIS in Iran, and interpreting its contemporary relevance in light of global challenges
such as digital transformation, artificial intelligence, information retrieval, and
knowledge organization.

Results: The analysis demonstrates that the journal has functioned not merely as a
medium for disseminating scientific research, but as a collective memory, an
infrastructure for independent scholarly discourse, and a credible academic space for
faculty members, researchers, and students. It has contributed significantly to
documenting and sustaining the intellectual trajectory of LIS in Iran.

Conclusions: The memory of Dr. Iraj Afshar embodies a long-term commitment to
knowledge, culture, and scholarly perseverance. Revitalizing and sustaining this journal
is essential for fostering indigenous theorization, addressing contemporary global
challenges, and safeguarding the intellectual heritage of LIS in Iran. The journal’s future

mission lies in continuing its founders’ path with both fidelity and innovation.
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Introduction

Scholarly journals, as a key infrastructural element, play a pivotal role in maintaining the
dynamism of academic departments and in ensuring the currency of information and knowledge
exchange among their members (Banieghbal, 1993). Dr. Iraj Afshar (1925-2010), in 1966, two
years after his appointment to the Central Library and Documentation Center of the University
of Tehran, at a time when the newly emerging discipline of Library and Information Science in
Iran had not yet achieved academic consolidation, founded and published the journal Ketabdari
(“Librarianship”) as the country’s first scholarly journal in this field. Guided by a forward-
looking vision and a firm belief in the centrality of knowledge, culture, and the book, he thereby
established a foundational platform for academic inquiry in the discipline (Azarang, 2022).

He not only launched a journal, but also established an academic tradition, a discursive
space, and an intellectual and cultural infrastructure for future generations. By opening a
window onto global research standards and adopting an interdisciplinary perspective on
documents, books, and knowledge, Dr. Afshar consistently maintained that libraries, books,
and information services are not merely instruments for access to knowledge; rather, they are
themselves integral components of knowledge and culture.

Today, as the journal of Academic Librarianship and Information Research continues its
mission with the same scientific orientation and intellectual independence, and as the oldest
scholarly journal in the field of Library and Information Science in Iran, we commemorate his
memory. His legacy is one of perseverance against oblivion; it is a legacy of faith in knowledge,
in books, and in a scholarly community capable of nurturing Iranian culture through awareness
and learning.

Rationale for the Publication of Journals in the field of Library and Information Science
The publication of scholarly journals in the field of Library and Information Science is not
merely a means of disseminating research results and findings; rather, it constitutes a
fundamental pillar in the structuring and conceptual framing of this discipline in Iran. By
creating an institutionalized space for scholarly dialogue and communication, these journals
standardize scientific criteria, research methodologies, and specialized terminology, and
contribute to the formation of professional and academic norms. In a society that continues to
face multiple cognitive and identity-related challenges in defining the position of Library and
Information Science, scholarly journals, as cognitive and intellectual foundations, play a
strategic role in stabilizing the conceptual boundaries of the discipline.

Moreover, by recording the intellectual history and the theoretical—practical developments
of the field, these journals make it possible to reconstruct knowledge trajectories and pave the
way for interdisciplinary dialogue and the indigenization of knowledge. In the absence of such
publishing infrastructures, a discipline such as Library and Information Science would be
exposed to the risks of conceptual fragmentation, one-sided dependence on Western
knowledge, and the neglect of domestic scholarly achievements. In this regard, the necessity of
publishing a scholarly journal such as the journal of Academic Librarianship and Information
Research can be explained on the basis of three fundamental reasons:

1. The Need for Indigenous Knowledge Production and Independent Theorization

Library and Information Science in today’s world is undergoing a profound transformation,
from the era of paper-based documents to big data, and from traditional information systems to
the use of artificial intelligence in information retrieval and knowledge organization. However,
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these global digital transformations acquire meaningful relevance for Iranian society only when
they are shaped within a framework of cultural reflection and community-centered needs. This
journal provides a platform for the formulation of indigenous knowledge and critical thinking
in this field. It is noteworthy that John Frederick Harvey, one of the American specialists in
librarianship, spent four years in Iran. He initially came to Iran as a professor of Library Science
at the invitation of the Fulbright Program. During his years of teaching at the University of
Tehran, he emphasized that if Iranians wished for Library and Information Science to become
firmly established, it would require a solid publishing infrastructure.

2. The Need for a Scholarly Space for Faculty Members, Researchers, and Students

The Library and Information Science community in Iran, with the remarkable growth of
disciplines and specializations related to Library and Information Science (such as Information
Management, Academic Library Management, Public Library Management, Knowledge
Management, Archival Studies, and Scientometrics), requires a credible, transparent, and
authoritative scholarly publishing space. The works published in this journal are not merely
records of scientific progress; they also constitute links in the chain of academic and
professional continuity of this discipline.

3. The Need for Collective Learning and Knowledge Historiography

Scholarly journals are not merely vehicles for transmitting research results and scientific
findings; they themselves shape the collective memory of a discipline. The journal of Academic
Librarianship and Information Research, as the oldest journal in this field in Iran, has played
and continues to play a pivotal role in documenting the trajectory of the formation,
transformation, and consolidation of this discipline in the country. This form of scholarly
historiography sustains the professional identity of the Library and Information Science
community and of librarians.

In remembrance of Dr. Iraj Afshar, the founder who thought beyond his own time, and in
honor of all the former faculty members and visiting professors of the Department of Library
and Information Science at the University of Tehran, such as Noushafarin Ansari (Mohaqiq),
John Frederick Harvey, Abbas Horri, Ali Shakouei, Puri Soltani, Touran Mirhadi (Khomarloo),
Lili Iman (Ahi), Soraya Ghazalayagh, Mahmoud Haghighi, Hossein Mokhtari Memar,
Masoumeh Bagheri, Tahereh Oloumi, Mandana Sedigh Behzadi, Fershteh Kashefi, Nasrin-
Dokht Emad Khorasani, Farkhondeh Saeedi, Shirin Rahbari, Gholamreza Fadaei, and others,
who, with wisdom, patience, and commitment, have accompanied this path, this journal
continues to strive to pursue a course in which knowledge is free and responsible; and
knowledge is a bond between the past and the future.

Conclusions
The commemoration of Dr. Iraj Afshar is not merely an act of historical remembrance; it is a

reaffirmation of an intellectual responsibility toward the future of Library and Information
Science in Iran. His foundational initiative in establishing Ketabdari created more than a
journal, it instituted a durable epistemic infrastructure through which scholarly dialogue,
indigenous theorization, and professional identity could take shape. In an era marked by rapid
technological change, artificial intelligence, and the global reconfiguration of knowledge
systems, the continued vitality of this journal is indispensable for contextualizing these
transformations within Iran’s cultural, social, and intellectual realities.
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Sustaining and revitalizing this scholarly platform is therefore not an act of nostalgia, but a
strategic commitment to disciplinary continuity, critical reflection, and knowledge sovereignty.
Remaining faithful to Dr. Afshar’s vision requires a dynamic balance between intellectual
heritage and methodological innovation, ensuring that the journal continues to function as a
space of free, responsible, and historically conscious knowledge production for future
generations. The commemoration of Dr. Afshar represents a tribute to resistance and
perseverance against oblivion, as well as a steadfast commitment to the role and significance
of science and research in the development of Iran’s cultural infrastructure.
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