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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: For more than two decades, ontologies have been
Research Article introduced as one of the bases in the development of the semantic

web, and researchers in various fields, including digital libraries,
have been attempting to use this semantic tool in order to improve
information search, retrieval and to provide desirable services to
. users and disseminate information. Accordingly, the present study
Ezszz(j?;:; \L'::?yblerlz%’zzlozo examines the current status of the use of ontologies in the digital
Accepted: February 8, 2021 library area through the analysis of studies in this field.
Methodology: The present research is a qualitative study using the
meta-synthesis method. In order to collect data in this study, the
library method, and to analyze data the seventh-step process of

Article history:

g.e};“{(;.l};ds; Sandelowski & Barroso for meta-synthesis was used. The research
\gital brary, population of the study includes related studies (articles and

Semantic web, . . . .. AP .

Ontology dissertations) in the area of ontology applications in digital libraries

retrieved from scientific databases. CASP evaluation checklist was
used to ensure the quality of the studies. Finally, out of 267 retrieved
studies, 43 titles were selected and analyzed.
Findings: Analysis of studies in the area of ontology application in
the digital library led to the identification of 4 categories, 8
components, and 48 dimensions in this field. The main categories
include the application of ontology in digital library services, the
application of ontology in digital library structures, the basis of
ontology application in digital libraries, and the application of
ontologies in covering the subject domain of digital libraries.
Conclusion: In this study, which seems to have never been done
before, a comprehensive analysis of the field of ontology
application in digital libraries, the current situation and its
dimensions were presented.
Originality: By clarifying the topics that have been less addressed,
new research subjects were provided for researchers in this field.
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